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At a March 22 press conference in Mexico City, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
leaders Ana Guadalupe Martinez and Nidia Diaz told reporters that a meeting with Salvadoran
government officials on Thursday was "positive." The two sides met to discuss a proposal by
the rebels to accelerate peace talks introduced in Managua during a conference of European
Community and Central American ministers. Among other things, the rebel proposal calls for a
cease-fire by May 31. According to Martinez, the FMLN and government representatives agreed
to an expanded agenda for the next round of talks in early April. The next round will include
discussion of the status of the armed forces, reform of the nation's political constitution, and a
cease-fire. Martinez said seats in the National Assembly won by the Democratic Convergence
in the March 10 elections has influenced the FMLN's attitude, and created more willingness for
flexibility. She said the FMLN is now ready to accept "minimal terms" for a cease-fire. Diaz said the
military continued to reject the notion of a "dual power" in El Salvador on constitutional grounds.
She asserted that this is an area where constitutional reforms must be negotiated. According to
Diaz, the legitimacy of the "dual power" is a necessary pre-condition for a cease-fire which must
include establishment of separate zones controlled by the FMLN, and Salvadoran military troops,
respectively. Next, Diaz said the military argues that a cease-fire would lend legitimacy to the
FMLN's claim of exercising control over a portion of Salvadoran territory. National Republican
Alliance (ARENA) president Ricardo Calderon Sol recently told reporters that the party was
prepared to accept constitutional reform. He said a party committee was already examining possible
amendments. According to Calderon, "This is not the time to take a hard line, but rather...to
seek consensus and achieve the desire for peace of the Salvadoran people." He asserted that an
"evolution" had taken place in the thinking on the part of ARENA, the FMLN and the military
concerning the role of the armed forces. The military, said Calderon, understands that its role
"cannot be the same as in the past." (Basic data from EFE, 03/21/91; AFP, 03/22/91)
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